Should | 


Sports Teams 
Change Their 
Indian Names? 


_ Some people say yes. 
Some people say there's 
nothing wrong with In- 


dian names, mascots, 


and cheers for sports 


teams. What do you 
think? For more on the 
arguments, turn to 


pages 4 and 5. 
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—®© Otto Greule/Allsport USA 


Brazil Grants Land To Yanomamo Indians 


(Left) A Yanomamo 
Indian boy was 
featured on the 
cover of Weekly 
Reader Senior 
Edition, Issue 9. 


The govern- 
ment of Brazil 
has set aside 
part of that nation’s rain forest as a home for the 
Yanomamo (yah-noh-MAH-moh) Indians. The Yano- 
mamo, a group of Stone Age Indians of South Amer- 
ica, were the topic of a Main News story in Weekly 
Reader Senior Edition. (See Issue 9, dated Nov. 15, 
1991.) 

At that time, the government of Venezuela had set 
aside a piece of land the size of the state of Maine for 
the Yanomamo. No farming, mining, or any other 
development will be allowed on that land. 

The land that Brazil set aside for the Yanomamo 
borders the land that Venezuela had given them. The 
piece of land in Brazil is a little larger than the one 
in Venezuela. | 

Until now, Brazil has not wanted to set aside land 
for the Yanomamo, because Brazil’s mining compa- 
nies want to dig in that area for gold and tin ore. 
Observers say Brazil finally set aside the land be- 
cause of pressure from outside groups who want to 
help to preserve the way of life of the Yanomamo 
Indians in South America. 


The map below 
shows the 
Yanomamo 
reserves in Brazil 
and Venezuela. 


Venezuela 
Reserve 


Brazil 
Reserve 


—Map by Bob Italiano 


Satellite images show cloud from Pinatubo’s eruption circling Earth. 


Get out your sunscreen and some 
blankets to keep you warm. Scien- 
tists say the eruption of a Pacific 
volcano may lead to a greater 
chance of dangerous sunburn and 
colder weather in the United 
States. 

When Mount Pinatubo, a vol- 
cano in the Philippine Islands, 
erupted this summer, it blasted a 
cloud of sulfur dioxide gas into 
Earth’s upper atmosphere. Satel- 
lite pictures show that winds have 
blown the volcanic cloud into a ring 


that stretches around Earth. (See 
diagram.) : 

Scientists say that gas particles 
in the volcanic cloud are mixing 
with moisture in the atmosphere to 
form droplets of sulfuric acid. The 
acid droplets, say some scientists, 
could start a chemical reaction that 
would result in the thinning of 
Earth’s ozone layer. 

The ozone layer keeps the sun’s 
harmful rays, called ultraviolet 
rays, from reaching Earth. When 
the ozone layer thins, more of these 


science Update 


} Mount 
Pinatubo 


harmful rays can reach Earth’s 
surface. Some experts say that an 
increase in these harmful rays 


- could result in an increase in the 


number of skin-cancer cases. 
Heat-giving rays from the sun 
might have a harder time reaching 
Earth because of the volcanic 
cloud, say some experts. The vol- 
canic cloud is so thick, they say, 
that some heat-giving rays could 
be reflected off the cloud back into 
space. Then Earth’s temperature 


—Bob Italiano/Source: NOAA Satellite image 


News Update 


should Everybody 


Make the Team? 


Have you ever tried out for a 
team and not made it? That’s hap- 
pened to many kids. 

But any kid can make just about 
any team at the Plainfield Com- 
munity Middle School in Indiana. 
This school has the unusual policy 
of allowing any student to join a 
team or club, regardless of the stu- 
dent’s ability. 

This year, for example, 72 girls 
joined the cheerleading squad, and 
149 boys and girls are on the track 
team. The cheerleading squad is di- 
vided into pom-pom wavers, yell 
leaders, and pep leaders. Members 
of the squad take turns in each 
group. 

Coaches make cuts in basketball 
and volleyball teams because of 
limited gymnasium space. In other 


might decrease by a few degrees. 


—Mary Ann Carter 


A middle school in Plainfield, Ind., has a huge cheerleading squad. 


sports, however, coaches don’t 
make cuts. But all team members 
don’t compete in each game against 
other schools. The wrestling coach, 
for example, has all 65 team mem- 
bers compete in “wrestle-mania” 
matches at Plainfield, but not all 
members compete against other 
schools. 

Half of the school’s 800 students 
have joined at least one club or 


team. The principal says the policy 
is working because kids enjoy the 
activities and try hard to do well. 


Do you think opening school 


teams and clubs to every student 
is a good idea? Why or why not? 


Vain News 


Should 


Sports Teams 
Change Their 
Indian Names? 


Many Native American 
people say that Indian names, mas- 
cots, and cheers for sports teams 
are an insult. 

“We are people, not mascots,” 
reads the sign of one protester out- 
side last fall’s World Series. Inside 
the stadium, Atlanta Braves fans 
were cheering for their team by do- 
ing the “tomahawk chop.” 

Many Native Americans object 
to the chop because they say it pic- 
tures Indians as savages who wear 
war paint and take scalps. This 
kind of picture, called a stereotype, 
is also kept alive by mascots who 
dress and act like wild warriors, 
say many Native Americans. 

Many Native Americans are es- 
pecially offended when team mas- 
cots or fans wear important Indian 
symbols, such as the headdress. 
The headdress is traditionally 
made with sacred eagle feathers, 
worn only by chiefs and only on 
special occasions. — 

Just as offensive to many Native 
Americans are team names such as 
the Washington Redskins. Red- 
skins owner Jack Kent Cooke says 
the name honors Native Ameri- 
cans. But many Native Americans 
say that the name Redskins should 
be dropped because it is a very neg- 
ative slang term that refers to a 
whole group of people by the color 
of their skin. 


—Otto Greule, Jr./Allsport USA 


“If the team was the Washington 
Blackfaces or the Washington Yel- 
lowskins, not a person in the world 
would say, ‘Wow, am I honored,’ ” 
says Suzan Harjo, a leader of a Na- 
tive American group. 

Some Native Americans say that 
all Indian team names should be 
banned. That. would mean chang- 
ing the names of such pro sports 
teams as the Kansas City Chiefs, 
the Chicago Blackhawks, and the 
Cleveland Indians. It would also 
mean changing hundreds of college 
and high school team names. 

Some school teams have already 
changed their names. Sixteen 
years ago, Stanford University in 
California dumped its name, the 
Indians, along with its symbol, a 
big-nosed Indian who carried an 
ax. At West Seattle High School in 
Seattle, Wash., a student explains 
why the school dropped its Indian 
name: “It’s not appropriate in this 
day and age to degrade other peo- 
ple’s racial values and heritage.” 


Atlanta Braves fans doing the ‘“‘tomahawk chop” use foam-rubber tomahawks and c 


Many people say that 
there’s nothing wrong with naming 
a sports team after Native Ameri- 
cans or with using Indian team 
mascots or cheers such as the tom- 
ahawk chop. 

“It’s a big to-do about nothing,” 
says Dick Feller, who once pitched 
for the Cleveland Indians. “I don’t 
think it’s insulting to our Native 
Americans.” 

Some people say that Indian 
names are a compliment to Native 
Americans. They say that teams 
choose Indian names like the 
Braves because they see the Indian 
as a symbol of strength. 

“With the Braves on top, we have 
a brave, courageous, and successful 
team, and I think we can look on 
the American Indians as brave, 
successful, and attractive,” says 
Atlanta Braves fan Jimmy Carter, 
former U.S. President. 

“T love the chop,” says another 
Braves fan. “I don’t understand the 
problem....The team is named 


it, “‘We will, we will CHOP YOU.” 


he Braves, and it’s not meant to 
e mean to the Indians.” 

What about a name like Red- 
kins, which many Native Ameri- 
ans see as racist? John Cooke, son 
f Jack Kent Cooke, the Redskins 
wner, says the name was “never 
ntended to insult anyone. Over the 
ears, it’s come to represent the 
est of the culture—bravery, or- 
anization, the whole works. The 
ame Redskins means football in 
Vashington. We honor Native 
‘mericans. We believe that.” 

Some people say that Native 
.mericans who object to Indian 
ames for sports teams are being 
00 sensitive. These people point 
ut that other ethnic groups, such 
s the Irish, have teams named for 
hem, but they don’t object. 

Some Native Americans don’t 
ee the use of Indian names, mas- 
ots, or symbols as a problem. Jon- 
than Ed Taylor, a Cherokee chief 
1 North Carolina, runs a factory 
nat makes the foam-rubber toma- 


—AP/Wide World 


As a way of protesting the chop, some Native American kids beat a drum 
outside the World Series. 


hawks used by Atlanta Braves fans 
as well as items with Indian sym- 
bols on them that are sold at Wash- 
ington Redskins games. 

“We don’t think there’s anything 
wrong with any of it,” says Taylor. 
“The Redskins name doesn’t bother 
us. It gives our people recognition. 
The most important thing is that it 
employs my people. I have 300 
working in the plant.” 


Some people say 
they find some Indian names and 
symbols offensive but that they 
don’t mind others. 

A name like Redskins, they say, 
is offensive, but a name like Braves 
isn’t. Some people say that some 
Indian mascots are not a problem, 
because they don’t show Indians as 


savages. One example of such a 
mascot is Chief Osceola of the Flor- 
ida State Seminoles. Before creat- 
ing this mascot in 1978, the college 
consulted Seminole Indians of Flor- 
ida, who designed a costume for 
Chief Osceola. He rides out before 
each home game on an Appaloosa 


horse and plants a flaming spear at 
midfield. 


‘It’s time to take a position. Do 
you think all Indian names and 


symbols should be banned? Do 
you think none should be 
banned? some? Defend your 
position. —_ 


Who Thinks They’re 
Overweight? 


Some high school students are overweight. But 
some girls who think they’re overweight really are 
the right weight, a recent survey shows. And some 
boys who think they’re the right weight really are 
overweight. 

About the same percentage of high school boys and 
high school girls, 20 to 25 percent, are overweight. 
But more than twice as many high school girls as 
boys think they’re overweight, the survey shows. (See 
graphs on page 8.) 


About 34 percent of high school girls polled say 


they’re overweight. Just 15 percent of high school 
boys say they weigh too much. The survey also shows 
that about 44 percent of high school girls are trying 
to lose weight. That group includes 27 percent of the 
girls who think they’re the right weight already. 

The survey asked students what methods they used 
to lose weight. Among all the girls surveyed, 21 per- 
cent had tried diet pills and 14 percent had tried 
vomiting to lose weight. Among girls who think they 
are overweight, 34 percent had tried diet pills and 23 


percent had tried vomiting to lose weight. About half — 


of all girls, and three-quarters of girls who think 
they’re fat, had skipped meals to lose weight. 

An expert says that the weight-loss methods girls 
are using are harmful to their bodies. And often, the 
expert says, these girls don’t even need to lose weight. 
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Body Talk 


stay Away 
From Crazy Diets 


By Pat Fosarelli, M.D. 
Johns Hopkins Childrens Center 


Some kids, especially girls, want to lose weight 


_ fast. So they try crazy diets, or they use diet products. 


But such quick weight-loss programs are dangerous, 
especially for kids. Here are some weight-loss pro- 


grams that you should avoid. 


e A one-food diet. This kind of diet might result 
in a skinnier body, but the body will be unhealthy. 
A single food can’t provide the nutrients a growing 


_ kid needs. i: 


© Diet drinks. Diet drinks often contain chemicals 


that are harmful to kids, and they often don’t have 


enough vitamins and minerals. 

e@ Diet pills. Diet pills contain chemicals that alter 
breathing and heart rates and blood pressure. People 
on diet pills often feel very jittery. Some people be- 
come very ill. : 

If you need to lose weight—and you should check 
height and weight charts to be sure that you really 
are overweight—you'’re better off increasing the 
amount of exercise you get than going on a drastic 
diet. You should be sure to eat a healthful, balanced. 
diet and cut out desserts and junk foods. 

This weight-loss process takes time. But it works; 
you'll lose weight and stay healthy. 
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a Indiana 
, Jones 


Nine-year-old Indiana Jones vis- 
.°- its the Great Wall of China. He has 
’ adventures in Egypt and India. He 


‘: investigates strange mysteries in ioe a 
other exotic countries. a | c . 


‘Qu ‘ayedIPUAS aunjeay PailUN 6861 © 


ae Indy’s adventures will be seen 
»= on TV in “The Young Indiana 
=, Jones Chronicles.” The series is 
oe scheduled to start on ABC in Corey Carrier stars as nine-year-old 
February. Indiana Jones in a new TV series. 
aa The popular “Indiana Jones” 

;. adventure films show Indy as an 
oe adult professor of archaeology and traveling around the world 
” -. who solves dangerous mysteries with his parents. In other epi- 

.* in faraway places. The TV series sodes, Indy is 16 and traveling on 
pes shows him as a kid, a teenager, his own. While Indy faces danger, 
ie and an old man. the series also highlights geogra- 
yi Each TV episode is introduced _ phy and history. 

» by 93-year-old Indy in 1992. The Corey Carrier, 11, stars as the 


old man recalls his exciting youth. young Indy. Sean Patrick Flanery 
In some episodes, Indy is nine plays Indy at age 16. 
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